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CHILD PERSPECTIVE OF THE WORLD REFLECTED IN EMMA 
DONOGHUE’S ROOM (2010) NOVEL: A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 
  
Abstract 
This research was to analyze child perspective in the novel of Emma Donoghue’s 
Room that published in 2010 by using sociological approach. The researcher used 
qualitative research to describe child’s perspective through child perspective. 
Primary data and secondary data are two types of data in this study. Primary 
data consisting of words, sentences, and dialog related to the issue and the others 
references as the secondary data. The result showed that Jack as 5-year-old child 
showed the indicators such as animistic, egocentrism, non-logical thinking, 
magical thinking, and imaginative that occurs in early childhood. The other result 
related sociology of literature that showed that literary as reflection social 
situation of the author influenced the author of novel to write this novel used child 
perspective as the reflection of the novel’s author and reflection of being a mother 
who tries to understand children’s world. In conclusion, child perspective in this 
research can be known through adult view the way of thinking in children that 
refers to animistic and full of imagination life that usually occurs in early 
childhood. 
Key words: animistic, child perspective, imaginative, sociological approach 
Abstrak 
Penelitian ini menganalisis perspektif anak dalam novel “Room” yang ditulis oleh 
Emma Donoghue pada tahun 2010 dengan menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi. 
Peneliti menggunakan penelitian kualitatif untuk menggambarkan perspektif anak. 
Data perimer dan data sekunder merupakan 2 tipe data dalam penelitian ini. Data 
primer terdiri dari kata, kalimat, dan dialog yang berhubungan dengan isu serta 
referensi lain sebagai data sekunder. Hasil penelitian menunjukan bahwa Jack 
sebagai anak 5 tahun menunjukan indicator seperti animistic, egocentrism, 
pemikiran yang tidak logic, magical thinking, dan imaginatif yang terjadi pada 
masa awal anak. Hasil penelitian lainnya berhubungan dengan sosiologi 
pengarang yang mempengaruhi pengarang menulis novel dengan menggunakan 
perspektif anak sebagai refleksi menjadi seorang ibu yang berusaha memahami 
dunia anak. Dapat disimpulkan bahwa perspektif anak dalam penelitian ini dapat 
diketahui dari cara berpikir anak-anak yang lebih mengacu pada animistic dan 
kehidupan yang penuh dengan imaginasi yang biasa terjadi pada masa awal anak.  






  A child is part of the society and he or she is a young human that cannot 
live alone in the society, and children need adult’s attention and protection to 
know everything around them. Related to children, every child has a high 
curiosity with things that are new and they have different characteristics in how 
they construct their own world. Related to development of children, children also 
have characteristics the way of thinking. It related to child's perspective and child 
perspective. In this context, there are the differences between child perspective 
and children’s perspective. Child perspectives is “adult’s attention towards an 
understanding of children’s perceptions, experience s, and actions in the 
world”.(Sommer et al., 2010:22). Differently, child’s perspective is “the 
representation of children’s experiences, perceptions, and understanding in their 
life world” (Sommer et al., 2010:23). It can be concluded that child perspective is 
created by adults who are looking for, intentionally, create child perspectives and 
as realistically as possible, to reconstruct children’s perspective.  
Related to the novel, it tells about how conditions of a child who spend 5 
years living in the small room without know how the actual world outside room 
actually looks like. It describe the child abduction victim who has primitive 
thinking about world because the victim is a child named Jack who is 5-year-old 
that live in confinement since he was born. It illustrates how a son who is still 
young develop his knowledge with his own perception about what he see, touch, 
and hear to all of things around him in the small room that actually as a 
confinement for Ma but, Jack think Room is his real world. Before the researcher 
writes this research, there were four previous studies. First study conducted by 
Mursyidah, S (2013) entitled “Ma’s Anxiety in Emma Donoghue’s Room”. The 
second study entitled “Ma’s depression in Emma Donoghue’s Room” novel by 
Lengkong, E.M (2016). The third study entitled “Emma Donoghue: Room-
Translation and Analysis” by Chmelinova, M (2012). The last research entitled 
“the child’s perspective in Kodinski’s novel the painted bird” by Tereza 
Simeckova in 2010.   
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The researcher uses major principles in sociology of literature namely 
literary as social document, literary as reflection social situation of the author, and 
literary as the manifestation of historical moment (Laurenson & Swingwood, 
1972:21). Literary as social document is “the most popular perspective adopts the 
documentary aspect of literature arguing that it provides a mirror to the age” 
(Laurenson & Swingewood, 1972:4). It means that as the social document, 
literature can be the illustration of society and social situation that occurred in 
different place and year. In sociology of literature, there is a connection between 
historical background and the growths of literature constitute a key part in any 
literary sociology “namely the precise linkage between the text and its 
background” (Laurenson & Swingewood, 1972:6). It means that it can be the 
reflection of situation of the authors of literary works and it describes the 
background of the society in that time. The researcher in this study use theory of 
children development from Piaget and other theory related to early children 
characteristics. There are five indicators namely animistic, magical thinking, 
egocentrism, non-logical thinking, and imaginative that refers to characteristics 5-
year-old children. Related to the issue, this study intended to formulate research 
questions as follows; What are the indicators child perspective of the world 
reflected in the novel?, how is child perspective of the world depicted in Emma 
Donoghue’s Room (2010) novel?, and why does the author address the child 
perspective in Room novel. 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
Type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. The object of this 
research is divided into two namely material object and formal object. A novel 
entitled “Room” by Emma Donoghue that published in 2010 becomes the 
material object of this study. The formal object is the issue of child perspective 
that depicted in the novel. Type of data consists of primary data and secondary 
data. The primary data is the novel “Room” that contains words, phrase, sentence, 
and dialogs. The secondary data is the data from others references like journal and 
reader review to support the analysis. The researcher used some steps to collect 
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the data as follows; reading Room novel repeatedly, taking notes of important 
information both of primary and secondary data source, arranging and developing 
the selected data into several classification of parts based on its category, drawing 
conclusion. The techniques of data analysis used descriptive method and 
sociological approach to analyses the issue. 
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  
3.1 Indicators of Child Perspective 
3.1.1 Animistic 
3.1.1.1 Belief in the Inanimate Objects 
In children’s world, they believe inanimate objects around them in second step. It 
is called Animistic in early childhood and it more implicit (Piaget, 1929:210). It 
can be seen in the sentence "Good night, Room, Good night, Lamp and Balloon." 
(Donoghue, 2010:7). Based on the sentence above, it indicates animistic of  Jack 
who is 5  years old before he sleep he say “good night” to every furniture in the 
room. In Pre-operational stage, 4 or 5 years old children will think that everything 
in the world of nature is alive, conscious and has a purpose.  
3.1.1.2 Belief in Moving Objects 
The other indicators of animism refer to child’s belief to animation in television. 
He believes Dora is real. The belief of Animism in this context refers to moving 
objects “Dora The Explorer” in television. It can be known in the sentence “Dora 
is a drawing in TV but she's my real friend, that's confusing“ (Donoghue, 
2010:24). Kabir (2013:5) state that “Dora The Explorer” is an animation TV 
shows series which tell about the journey by solving a puzzle and asking the 
audience to solve the quest. It means that Dora like a real thing. In this context, 
Jack will pass this animistic belief when he believes that Dora is his real friend. 
 
3.1.2 Magical Thinking 
3.1.2.1 Belief in Hero 
Magical thinking in this context refers to the main character in this story. In early 
childhood, children have magical thinking to be one of hero or others characters 
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that have power. In this context, a child is like Jack that tends to be magical 
thinker to be hero. Jack is influenced by English folktale “Jack The Giant Killer”. 
He believes can save her mother from the kidnaper by being hero. Related to the 
actions of child that tend to have magical thinking, it can be a help for children to 
handle and explore their ideas and creativity.  
 
3.1.2.2 Having Magical Power 
3.1.2.2.1 Belief in Santa 
Children tend to be magical thinker to have magical power. In this context, a son 
shows his perspective about “Santa” and believes to have magical power like 
Santa. It illustrates the magical thinking of children who still believes there is a 
magic of Santa who can grant their requests with his different perception. Santa is 
one of myth that popular in Christmas and it is iconic character among children. 
In this context, the averages of children usually tend to be magical thinker and 
believe having magical power to get anything spontaneously  
 
3.1.2.2.2 Belief in Tooth Fairy  
Child usually believes that there is a tooth fairy in real world. Related to tooth 
fairy, it was one one iconic fantasy figure of early childhood. The tooth fairy first 
appeared around the 20
th
 century American creation and it identical for children 
when they believe that tooth fairy brings their tooth when they drop their tooth 
under their pillows (Schultz, 2014:2). In this context, Jack as young American 
child believe a tooth fairy and when his mother gets toothache, he wants Ma put 
her tooth in her pillow and tooth fairy will take her tooth.   
 
3.1.3 Non-Logical Thinking 
3.1.3.1 Perception about Identity 
The other indicators of children perception about identity can be seen from the 
struggle of a child who confuses his real identity. In this context, the struggle of 
Jack as a child has perception to view his identity. The struggle of Jack to know 
his own identity is still blurred for him as a child. He cannot understand with his 
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limited intellectual capability of being known the reality of his identity as one of 
human outside the room. He and his mother are only human and Old Nick as the 
kidnapper is not a human. It makes Jack as a young child difficult to understand. 
3.1.4 Imaginative 
3.1.4.1 Child Imagination about Animation 
Imagination often associated with early childhood. At this stage, children tried to 
describe the real and imaginary events with their capabilities. In this story, Jack 
believes Dora speak with him directly through Television. Related to children that 
usually has imaginary friend in this stage, children are like Jack in the story and 
tend to have friends but cannot choose the right concept about reality world. In 
this context, children still confused to construct the reality. On the other hand, 
Dora just animation or cartoon in television.  
3.1.5 Egocentrism 
3.1.5.1 Self-centered to Get Attention from Someone 
Self-centered identified by seeing the activities and attitude when someone only 
interested in his or her own activities and become the central of attention. 
Children in general will show their desire to be self-centered in every activity. The 
egocentrism in early childhood is different from adult because children are young 
individual that believe based on their perspective without thinking too much. In 
this context, Jack always thinks that he is right and he wants anything with his 
naïve character as a child.  
3.1.5.2 Being not Care to Others Opinion  
Children usually confident with their own opinion and believe that they are right it 
makes children begin not care to others opinion because their ego. Child being not 
care others opinion because they only believe with their own perception. It refers 
to Jack who has high ego like others child in general. His point of view makes 
him disagree with others reason because the egocentric of children occurs in age 




3.2 Depiction of Child Perspective in the Novel 
3.2.1 Through Characters and Characterization 
3.2.1.1 Naïve character 
The novel describes some of characters to illustrate the phenomena of child 
perspective in this novel. Child perspective can be known through 
characterization of children named Jack that has naïve character. Child 
perspective can be seen in the character of Jack because he is the first narrator in 
the novel that tells all of conflict in the story through the innocent of 5-year-old 
young child.  
 
3.2.1.2 Understandable Character 
Understandable character described by Ma as Jack’s mother. Ma care to her son 
and Ma as an adult views the condition of child. It can be known how child 
perspectives reflected by the struggle of Mother who try make her son understand 
the explanation of adult. In this context, a mother is like Ma in the story who 
illustrates the understanding character as a mother who tries to care to children. 
Dr. Clay and Jack’s Grandma also try to do therapeutic isolation for Jack. 
 
3.2.2 Through Child Questions 
Child perspective also can be known in the way of children as anything related to 
their curiosity. Children usually always ask many questions. It can be seen in the 
sentence "Why do rappers wear shades even in the night," I ask Ma, "are their 
eyeballs sore?" (Donoghue, 2010:18). It can be known that children tend to ask 
variety of question because they have high curiosity about new things that they 
never know before. On the other hand, children sometimes ask difficult question 
about unreal thing like in the sentence “Is Saint Peter a bad guy?" and “ how 
come they fly off the wall, then?" (Donoghue, 2010:13). It is the example of Jack’s 
questions that confusing for adult to explain because Jack still young and cannot 
understand complex things. In this context, children tend to ask everything about 




3.2.3 Style  
3.2.3.1 Diction 
3.2.3.1.1 Onomatopoeia  
The depiction of child perspective can be seen in the choice of words or diction. 
The author used types of onomatopoeia namely animal sound, vehicle sound, and 
words related to collisions. The use of words “nnnnng nnnnng nnnnng” that refers 
to sound of mosquito, “Roar” refers to sound of Lion and “Vrum Vrum” refers to 
sound of car machine. The other are “thump thump” refers to sound of heavy 
footsteps, “Whoosh” refers to sound of fast movement, “boom boom” refers to 
sound of explosion, “clang clang”, “ding ding” and “knock knock” refer to 
sound of hard hit of something (Onomatopoeia Online Dictionary, 2014).   
 
3.2.3.1.2 Children Songs and Story Books 
Emma used lyrics of children songs. The lyrics “The other side of the mountain” 
is one part of children songs. The title of the song is “The Bear Went over the 
mountain”. Children usually loved singing and it can be one of way to make 
children have fun and increase their creativity especially in development of 
language in early childhood. The other one is “The worms crawl in, the worms 
crawl out”. Related to that song, it was one of favorite folk song sung by 
American children with their families. In this context, Jack always sings that song 
before sleep and his mother teach him to sing that song to make him happy before 
sleep. The author of the novel uses the titles of the books to tell it to the readers 
that Jack is young child that likes story tale and always ask his mother to be 
storyteller for him.  
 
3.2.3.2 Symbolism and Imagery 
Symbolism can be seen the use of word that has connotation meaning. The 
connotation of word “Room” in this story and as the title of this novel means a 
part of inside of indoor building that is separated from other parts by walls, floor 
and ceiling (Hornby, 1995:1020). Differently, the word “Room” has connotation 
meaning based on the story. It refers to “Confinement” for two people namely 
9 
 
Jack and Ma. An unknown man kidnaps them. The other is Imagery. This novel 
use visual imagery and auditory imagery. Visual imagery can be seen in the word 
“outer space” that is repeatedly appeared in parts of the novel  that represent the 
world outside the room and the use of auditory imagery “Wab wab wab” that 
represent sound of Vacuum machine that used by Jack as a child character. 
3.2.3.3 Events 
3.2.3.3.1 Kidnapping  
The first event is kidnapping events. It describes the beginning of Jack and Ma 
story before they live in the small room. From the kidnapping events that build 
this story, it illustrates how the first time of Ma as young girl kidnapped by 
unknown man and they call the man is “Old Nick” because she does not know his 
real name. The kidnapping become the beginning events that create the plot in this 
novel because it relate to the main events that make Ma has a son and live in the 
small room that actually is a confinement. 
 
3.2.3.3.2 Captivity 
Ma captivated by Old Nick in the small room behind the Old Nick’s house. In the 
small room, he raps Ma until she got birth a son named Jack. Ma and Jack live in 
the small room 11 x 11 meter that has limited furniture. They spend day by day in 
the room with his son until his son 5 years old with limited foods and they try to 
survive. In the room, Ma as a mother try everything to teach her son with books 
and TV, but ma lied to his son that the world in television is not real. In this 
context, Jack only believes that the room is only the real world for him and Ma 
and it make Jack has different perception.  
 
3.2.3.3.3 Watching TV 
Ma and Jack experienced the captivity for long time in the room with limited 
space and foods. They spend much time living in isolation room and from this 
events Jack, as the main character that born in the room without know that he is a 
victim. From this event, Jack as a child 5 years old tells the story and they learn 
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everything only from his mother through TV as his entertainment and never know 
the world outside the small room and Jack contract his own world in the room.  
 
3.3 Reason of the Author Addressed Child Perspective in the Novel 
As the social document, literature becomes a mirror of social situation at the 
time (Laurenson & Swingewood, 1949:13). This novel actually inspired by one 
real phenomenal criminal case in 2008 about Josef Fritzl. It is one of worst cases 
in Austria’s criminal history. Related to this novel, the novel also is a criticism in 
high rate of child abduction in US. It has close relation to the kidnapping criminal 
case in US. One of issue about child abduction becomes serious problem to 
describe the reality in the society. Bilich (2016:3) stated a child was kidnapped in 
every 40 seconds in the US. The statistical data showed 840,279 people were 
reported missing, the data from FBI in 2000 calculated 85 to 90 percent of them 
refers to children. The child abduction fact showed that girls become most of 
abduction victim and it reaches 74 percent. It means the kidnaper choose female 
rather than male target. The news of becomes booming in every country and 
related to sociology of literature, it is a mirror of social condition and reflection 
the society in US especially the high rate child kidnapping case that occur in the 
year before the novel of Emma Donoghue has published in 2010. 
Related to sociology of literature, it is as the reflection of situation of writer 
that means background of the author influences literary work (Laurenson & 
Swingwood, 1972:17). Emma Donoghue was a mother and her child was 5-year-
old same as Jack in the novel. Emma is inspired by the criminal case in Us and 
she only think about child victim that spend much time in the small room because 
she is a mother and after she watched TV, She adapt the real story into a novel 
and she wrote a story using child narrator as the main characters in the story. She 
also took some details dialogs between Ma and Jack in the story based on her 
observation about language, children development, and other things related to 
childhood from her own children and her friends’ children. Emma writes this 
novel as reflection being mother who try to understand children’s world. It 
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influenced her to write this novel uses child perspective as the manifestation of 
Emma as an adult and a mother who try to know children’s perspective actually 
look likes through child perspective.  
 
4. CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis above, it can be concluded that the indicators of 
child perspective in the novel can be known through indicators namely animistic, 
magical thinking, egocentrism, non-logical thinking, and imaginative. Animistic 
happens when they pass the period of cognitive development. The other indicator 
is magical thinkers. They have high self-confidents to be a hero like others 
superhero in television and story books and imagination influences children to 
view what the world actually looks like in the child’s eyes and they tend to be 
self-centered person and adults must fulfill everything they need. They tend to 
think in non-logically manner when they try to reconstruct what they have seen, 
hear, and touch something around them. 
Secondly, child perspective is depicted in novel through character and 
characterization, children questions, events, and style. The characterization can be 
seen through naïve character, understandable character, and sadistic. Child 
questions are the way to see how children have question of real things and unreal 
things. The other is important events namely kidnapping, captivity, raping, and 
watching television that is experienced by Jack. The last is style that refers to 
grammatical structure, sentences structure, diction. The novel used variety of 
word choice that refer to onomatopoeia or written sound, children songs, children 
storybooks, names of popular cartoon and animation in. The other style is 
symbolism and imagery that describe the denotation and connotation meaning. 
The last conclusion is the relation to sociology of literature. This novel 
actually inspired by one real phenomenal criminal case in 2008 about Josef Fritzl 
that was worst cases in Austria’s criminal history. It inspired Emma Donoghue to 
write the novel. The novel also is a criticism in high rate of child abduction in US. 
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It describes the social condition in that time with many of criminal case happen 
especially abduction of children that often occur in big cities like America. This 
novel is the reflection of high rate of child kidnapping. Related to literary as 
reflection of situation of writer, Emma Donoghue is a mother that has 5-year-old 
son and she writes this novel as reflection being mother who tries to understand 
children’s world. It influenced her to write this novel uses child perspective as the 
manifestation of Emma as an adult who try to know children’s perspective 
actually look likes.  
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